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That the publics of Western democracies are becoming increasingly
disenchanted with their political institutions is part of the conventional
wisdom in Political Science. This trend is often equated with the
expectation that all forms of political attachment and participation

show similar patterns of decline. Based on empirical underpinnings
derived from a range of original and sophisticated comparative
analyses from Europe and beyond, this collection shows that no such
universal pattern of decline exists. Nor should it be expected, given the
diversity of reasons that citizens have to place or withdraw trust, and to
engage in conventional political participation or in protest. Contributers
are: Christoph Arndt, Wiebke Breustedt, Christina Eder, Manfred te
Grotenhuis, Alexia Katsanidou, Rik Linssen, Michael P. McDonald, Inguvill
C. Mochmann, Kenneth Newton, Maria Oskarson, Suzanne L. Parker,
Glenn R. Parker, Markus Quandt, Peer Scheepers, Hans Schmeets,
Thoralf Stark, and Terri L. Towner.
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Significance: overcoming death

Introducing the reader to the gods and their worshippers and to the
ways in which they were related, this book focuses on the ever-present
link between the human and the divine in Ancient Egypt. The book also
examines the impact of Egyptian religion
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The 1970's brought a new understanding of the biological and
intellectual impact of environmental crises on human beings. As efforts
to prevent ecological and bodily injury aligned, a new literature of
sickness emerged. "Ecosickness fiction" imaginatively rethinks the link
between these forms of threat and the sick body to bring readers to
environmental consciousness. Tracing the development of ecosickness
through a compelling archive of contemporary U.S. novels and
memoirs, Ecosickness in Contemporary U.S. Fiction establishes that we
cannot comprehend environmental and medical dilemmas through data
alone and must call on the sometimes surprising emotions that literary
metaphors, tropes, and narratives deploy. In chapters on David Foster
Wallace, Richard Powers, Leslie Marmon Silko, Marge Piercy, Jan Zita



Grover, and David Wojnarowicz, Heather Houser shows how narrative
affects such as wonder and disgust organize perception of an
endangered world and orient us ethically toward it. The study builds
the connective tissue between contemporary literature, ecocriticism,
affect studies, and the medical humanities. It also positions
ecosickness fiction relative to emergent forms of environmentalism and
technoscientific innovations such as regenerative medicine and
alternative ecosystems. Houser models an approach to contemporary
fiction as a laboratory for affective changes that spark or squelch
ethical projects.



