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The book puts forth an exciting hypothesis for the typologist. Its major
claim is that languages can generally be regarded as belonging to a
tense-prominent, aspect-prominent or mood-prominent language
type. This grouping can be based upon the relative prominence that
languages attach to one or the other of the three verbal categories,
namely tense, aspect and mood, by grammaticalizing the chosen
category to a greater degree than others, and by making it more
obligatory, more systematic and more pervasive than others. The
grouping, however, involves a gradation, as is indeed the case with
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