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This book examines the rich corpus of mosaics created in Crete during
the Roman and Late Antique eras. It provides essential information on
the style, iconography and chronology of the material, as well as
discussion of the craftspeople who created them and the technologies
they used. The contextualized mosaic evidence also reveals a new
understanding of Roman and Late Antique Crete. It helps shed light on
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the processes by which Crete became part of the Roman Empire, its
subsequent Christianization and the pivotal role the island played in
the Mediterranean network of societies during these periods. This book
provides an original approach to the study of mosaics and an
innovative method of presenting a diachronic view of provincial Cretan
society.
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Power and Patronage examines the unwritten rules and inner workings
of contemporary China's local politics and government. It exposes how
these rules have helped to keep the one-Party state together during
decades of tumultuous political, social, and economic change.While
many observers of Chinese politics have recognized the importance of
informal institutions, this book explains how informal local groups
actually operate, paying special attention to the role of patronage
networks in political decision-making, political competition, and official
corruption. While patronage



