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Considering that getting along in civil society is based on the
expectation that (most) people will do what they say they will do, i.e.,
essentially live up to their explicit or implicit promises, it is amazing
that so little scientific attention has been given to the act of promising.
A great deal of research has been done on the moral development of
children, for example, but not on the child's ability to make and keep a
promise, one of the highest moral achievements. What makes it
possible developmentally, cognitively, and emotionally to make a
promise in the first place? And on the othe


