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This first history of the Rashidi Ahmadiyya argues for a new
explanation of the great Sufi revival of the eighteenth century, and also
defines a new paradigm of development and change in Sufi orders. In
his study of one widespread Sufi order over two centuries and three
continents, the author identifies a repeating cycle in which a section of
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an order rises under a great shaykh, splits, and stabilizes. Though each
great shaykh seems to remake the order with little reference to what
has gone before, there are in fact two constants through all cycles: the
written literature of the order, and the limiting effect on even the
greatest shaykhs of their followers' expectations.
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Efforts at interpreting Joban poetry have often been divided between
philological and literary critics. This study brings these two critical
modes together to offer an account of how Job 28 achieves meaning.
The heart of the study consists of two major sections. The first is a
reading of the poem with special attention to the conceptual
background of its metaphors. Rather than a poetic account of mining
technology, Job 28 is properly understood against the heroic deeds of
ancient Mesopotamian kings described in Sumerian and Akkadian royal
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narratives, especially the Gilgamesh epic. The second major section is a
thorough philological and textual commentary in which comparative
philological and text-critical methods are complemented by an
aesthetic rationale for restoring the text of the poem as a work of art.
The study reveals a multileveled and image-driven masterpiece whose
complexity impacts how one reads Job 28 as poetry and theology.


