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Spontaneous human combustion, ventriloquism, sleepwalking, secret
societies, plague, doppelgangers, disguises, corpses, night burials,
locked doors, and mysterious manuscripts-these are only a few of the
Gothic devices that appear in the writings of late eighteenth-century
American author, Charles Brockden Brown. Brown's work presents us
with the dark underside to Enlightenment optimism as he questions the
extent to which human beings can draw accurate inferences from
sensory data and foresee the outcome of their actions. In advance of
Washington Irving, James Fenimore Cooper, and Ambrose Bier
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Sommario/riassunto The classic opening scene of 2001, A Space Odyssey shows an ape-
man wreaking havoc with humanity's first invention--a bone used as a
weapon to kill a rival. It's an image that fits well with popular notions of
our species as inherently violent, with the idea that humans are--and
always have been--warlike by nature. But as Douglas P. Fry
convincingly argues in Beyond War, the facts show that our ancient
ancestors were not innately warlike--and neither are we. Fry points out
that, for perhaps ninety-nine percent of our history, for well over a
million years, humans lived in nomadic hunter-and-ga


