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Juan Bautista Plaza (1898-1965) was one of the most important
musicians in the history of Venezuela. In addition to
composing in a variety of genres and styles, he was the
leading figure in Venezuelan music education and musicology at a
time when his compatriots were seeking to solidify their cultural
identity. Plaza's compositions in the emerging nationalist
style and his efforts to improve musical institutions in his
home country parallel the work of contemporaneous Latin American
musicians including



