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Until now, no book has covered all of Cold War air combat in the words
of the men who waged it. In I Always Wanted to Fly , retired United
States Air Force Colonel Wolfgang W. E. Samuel has gathered first-
person memories from heroes of the cockpits and airstrips. Battling in
dogfights when jets were novelties, saving lives in grueling airlifts, or
flying dangerous reconnaissance missions deep into Soviet and Chinese
airspace, these flyers waged America's longest and most secretively
conducted air war. Many of the pilots Samuel interviewed invoke the
same sentiment when asked why they risked th


