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The fundamental legal and institutional changes of recent decades have
brought the English constitution into question. Accompanying issues
have been the extent to which its traditional character and main
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features have been changed, lost their former appeal and retained their
distinctness in the European Union. These issues are not readily
addressed in everyday thinking about a constitution simply conceived
as unwritten or in constitutional accounts variously preoccupied with
abstract analysis, political accountability or transcendent norms. The
English Historical Constitution addresses these issues by developing a
historical constitutional approach and thus elaborating on continuity
and change in the constitution's main doctrines and institutions. From
an English legal perspective, it offers a complement or corrective to
analytical, political and normative approaches by reforming an old
conception of the historical constitution and of its history, partly
obscured and long neglected through the modern analytical
preoccupation with its law as an abstract scheme of rules, principles
and practices.
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Par essence interdisciplinaire, l’histoire des idées construit des ponts
entre des domaines qui, d’ordinaire, ne se rencontrent pas. Mais
quelles relations l’histoire des idées entretient-elle exactement avec la
critique littéraire et la philosophie ? Est-elle ce vers quoi nous devons
nous tourner ou, au contraire, ce dont nous devons nous prémunir
lorsque nous cherchons à comprendre les mutations intellectuelles
collectives sur la longue durée ?  Ce volume, qui réunit philosophes,
spécialistes de littérature et historiens, aborde l’histoire des idées à
travers ses écoles, ses œuvres et des figures atypiques telles que celles
d’Étienne Gilson, Arthur O. Lovejoy, Hippolyte Taine, Anatole France,
Isaiah Berlin, Paul Bénichou, Paul Hazard, Michel Foucault ou encore
Martin Heidegger. Il brosse ainsi un portrait critique d’une discipline
aux contours imprécis, qui a connu bien des variantes
méthodologiques et soulevé bien des problèmes tout au long du xxe
siècle et jusqu’à aujourd’hui.
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