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This volume represents the first, in-depth, inter-disciplinary, analysis
of the past, present and future of the European Union’s relations with
countries, non-state actors and other partners across the Asia-Pacific
region. The book is situated in the developing, interdisciplinary,
discourse of EU foreign policy towards countries and regions across
Asia, and it offers a research-led critique of the construction and the
elements of the EU-Asia ‘political space’. Written by an international
team of experts from both Asia and Europe, the volume investigates
the historical and cultural background, as well as diverse
representations and imaginations in regard to the Asia-Europe inter-
continental dialogue. The book examines the varied patterns, policies
and priorities of the contemporary political, economic and cultural
relations linking the EU with its interlocutors in Asia. Moreover, this
collection throws light on a selected number of issues pertinent to
current EU-Asia interaction, such as human rights promotion, learning
and educational exchange, and the role of the mass media in the
construction of Asia-Europe relations. The twelve chapters in this book
cover a wide scope of subjects, including the EU’s Relations with the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), the summitry of the
Asia-Europe Meetings (ASEM), EU foreign policy choices in Asia and EU
contacts with Central Asia, Australia and New Zealand. This text is of
interest to undergraduate and postgraduate students, lecturers, the
business community, decision-makers and practitioners in Politics,
European Studies, Asia-Pacific Studies, International Relations, Law,
Human Rights and Business Studies.


