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In his long and fascinating life, black activist and intellectual Max
Yergan (1892-1975) traveled on more ground—both literally and
figuratively—than any of his impressive contemporaries, which included
Adam Clayton Powell, Paul Robeson, W.E.B. Du Bois, and A. Phillip
Randolph. Yergan rose through the ranks of the "colored" work
department of the YMCA, and was among the first black YMCA
missionaries in South Africa. His exposure to the brutality of colonial
white rule in South Africa caused him to veer away from mainstream,
liberal civil rights organizations, and, by the mid-1930s, into the orbit
of the Communist Party. A mere decade later, Cold War hysteria and
intimidation pushed Yergan away from progressive politics and
increasingly toward conservatism. In his later years he even became an
apologist for apartheid.Drawing on personal interviews and extensive
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archival research, David H. Anthony has written much more than a
biography of this enigmatic leader. In following the winding road of
Yergan’s life, Anthony offers a tour through the complex and
interrelated political and institutional movements that have shaped the
history of the black world from the United States to South Africa.
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Sommario/riassunto The main aim of this volume is to explore the continuity of Portuguese-
Moroccan relations before and, especially, after the classic period of
the 11th-16th centuries. Its title, "Entangled peripheries", is a
conceptual attempt to account for the contradiction between the
resilience of bilateral contacts and exchanges and its decreasing
relevance for both sides of the Strait of Gibraltar. Although most
chapters focus on topics of the 18th-20th centuries, the contributions
dealing with the medieval and early modern periods provide a long
duree perspective typical of "entangled history". Other distinctive
elements of this historiographical current are also present, such as the
circulations and networks of people and objects and the supranational
and regional actors and processes, which help situate Portugal and
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Morocco as "peripheries". The volume is divided in three sections:
"Marginal circulations", "Facts, histories, fictions" and "Beyond
nationalism and colonialism". The first one presents case-studies of
displacements of ethnically or socially marginal groups between
Morocco and Portugal between the 15th and the 20th centuries. The
last section's examines how regional, imperial and global processes far
outweighed bilateral relations across the Strait of Gibraltar both before
and after the classic period of the 11th-16th centuries. Finally, the
middle section of this volume engages with the "entangled peripheries"
approach not literally as the other two but in a meta-sense, by focusing
on historical sources, historiography and historical fiction.
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