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With over 40,000 described species, spiders have adapted to nearly
every terrestrial environment across the globe. Over half of the world's
spider families live within the three contiguous Pacific Coast states-not
surprising considering the wide variety of habitats, from mountain
meadows and desert dunes to redwood forests and massive urban
centers. This beautifully illustrated, accessible guide covers all of the
families and many of the genera found along the Pacific Coast,
including introduced species and common garden spiders. The author
provides readers with tools for identifying many of the region's spiders
to family, and when possible, genus and species. He discusses
taxonomy, distribution, and natural history as well as what is known of
the habits of the spiders, the characters of families, and references to
taxonomic revisions of the pertinent genera. Full-color plates for each
family bring to life the incredible diversity of this ancient arachnid
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Livia (58 B.C.-A.D. 29)-the wife of the first Roman emperor, Caesar
Augustus, and mother of the second, Tiberius-wielded power at the
center of Roman politics for most of her long life. Livia has been
portrayed as a cunning and sinister schemer, but in this biography (the
first in English devoted to her) Livia emerges as a much more complex
individual. Achieving influence unprecedented for a woman, she won
support and even affection from her contemporaries and was widely
revered after her death. Anthony A. Barrett, author of acclaimed



biographies of Caligula and Agrippina, here examines Livia's life and
her role in Roman politics. He recounts the events of her life, from her
early days as a member of the wealthy and powerful Claudian family
through her final conflicts with the new Emperor Tiberius. Barrett also
considers how Livia helped shape the pattern of Roman government
that prevailed for the next four centuries.



