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This compact and innovative book tackles one of the central issues in
drug policy: the lack of a coherent conceptual structure for thinking
about drugs. Drugs generally fall into one of seven categories:
prescription, over the counter, alternative medicine, common-use
drugs like alcohol, tobacco and caffeine; religious-use, sports
enhancement; and of course illegal street drugs like cocaine and
marijuana. Our thinking and policies varies wildly from one to the
other, with inconsistencies that derive more from cultural and social
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values than from medical or scientific facts. Penalties exist for


