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Thomas Merton did not choose to keep his most personal writing

secret. He provided for his diaries to be released 25 years after his
death. This biography combines the details of those diaries with the
more widely known and published circumstances of his life. This is the
biography that tells, for the first time, of Thomas Merton as he wanted
us to know him. Here we meet Merton, first as Tom, then as Thomas
Merton, the writer both before and after The Seven Storey Mountain. We
see the all too human fellow traveler we have come to know as he
climbs the final mountain of his life. Within these p






