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In a pathbreaking new assessment of the shaping of black male identity
in the early twentieth century, Martin Summers explores how middle-
class African American and African Caribbean immigrant men
constructed a gendered sense of self through organizational life, work,
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leisure, and cultural production. Examining both the public and private
aspects of gender formation, Summers challenges the current trajectory
of masculinity studies by treating black men as historical agents in

their own identity formation, rather than as screens on which white

men projected their own racial and gender anxieties
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