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Many people believe that the piety of the Pilgrims typified early
American religion. However, by the 1730's Catholics, Jews, and Africans
had joined Native Americans, Puritans, and numerous other Protestants
in the colonies. Jon Butler launches his narrative with a description of
the state of religious affairs in both the Old and New Worlds. He
explores the failure of John Winthrop's goal to achieve Puritan
perfection, the controversy over Anne Hutchinson's tenacious faith, the
evangelizing stamina of ex-slave and Methodist preacher Absalom
Jones, and the spiritual resilience of the Catawba Ind.
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