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For the first time, this volume brings together essays by feminist,
Americanist, and theater scholars who apply a variety of sophisticated
critical approaches to Susan Glaspell’s entire oeuvre. Glaspell’s one-act
play, “Trifles,” and the short story that she constructed from it, “A Jury
of Her Peers,” have drawn the attention of many feminist critics, but the
rest of her writing—the short stories, plays and novels—is largely
unknown. The essays gathered here will allow students of literature,
women’s studies and theater studies an insight into the variety and
scope of her oeuvre. Glaspell’s political and literary thinking was
radicalized by the turbulent Greenwich Village environment of the first
decades of the twentieth century, by progressive-era social movements
and by modernist literary and theatrical innovation. The focus of
Glaspell studies has, till recently, been dominated by the feminist
imperative to recover a canon of silenced women writers and, in
particular, to restore Glaspell to her rightful place in American drama.
Transcending the limitations generated by such a specific agenda, the
contributors to this volume approach Glaspell’s work as a dialogic
intersection of genres, texts, and cultural phenomena—a method that
is particularly apt for Glaspell, who moved between genres with a
unique fluidity, creating such modernist masterpieces as The Verge or
Brook Evans . This volume establishes Glaspell’s work as an
“intersection of textual surfaces,” resulting for the first time in the
complex aesthetic appreciation that her varied life’s work merits.
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Component-based software development is the next step after object-
oriented programming that promises to reduce complexity and improve
reusability. These advantages have also been identified by the industry,
and consequently, over the past years, a large number of component-
based techniques and processes have been adopted in many of these
organizations. A visible result of this is the number of component
models that have been developed and standardized. These models
define how individual software components interact with each other
and simplify the design process of software systems by allowing
developers to choose from previously existing components. The
development of component models is a first step in the right direction,
but there are many challenges that cannot be solved by the
development of a new component model alone. Such challenges are the
adaptation of components, and their development and verification.
Software Composition is the premiere workshop to advance the
research in component-based software engineering and its related
fields. SC 2005 was the fourth workshop in this series. As in previous
years, SC 2005 was organized as an event co-located with the ETAPS
conference. This year’s program consisted of a keynote on the revival
of dynamic languages given by Prof. Oscar Nierstrasz and 13 technical
paper presentations (9 full and 4 short papers). The technical papers
were carefully selected from a total of 41 submitted papers. Each paper
was thoroughly peer reviewed by at least three members of the
program committee and consensus on acceptance was achieved by
means of an electronic PC discussion. This LNCS volume contains the
revised versions of the papers presented at SC 2005.
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