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The Master of Seventh Avenue is the definitive biography of David
Dubinsky (1892-1982), one of the most controversial and influential

labor leaders in 20th-century America. A "character" in the truest sense

of the word, Dubinsky was both revered and reviled, but never dull,
conformist, or bound by convention. A Jewish labor radical, Dubinsky

fled czarist Poland in 1910 and began his career as a garment worker
and union agitator in New York City. He quickly rose through the ranks

of the International Ladies' Garment Workers'Union (ILGWU) and became
its president in 1932. Dubinsky led the ILGWU
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Against the backdrop of a critical reflection on the psychiatric concepts
of organicism and predisposition to mental iliness, the research
investigates the relationship between psychiatry and the Great War
from a perspective that considers the complexity of the orientations
assumed by both the Italian alienists on war pathologies and the health
practices implemented towards soldiers. The study highlights the
comparison/clash between two totally different approaches forced to
coexist during the conflict: on one side, the one from military
psychiatry, and on the other the distinctive one from civil asylums. The
two perspectives were not always clearly separated, but it is possible to
detect a constant tension between the duties towards the war effort
and the professional ethics dictated by the neuropsychiatric discipline.



