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"Figura" -- St. Francis of Assisi in Dante's "Commedia" -- On the
political theory of Pascal -- "La cour et la ville" -- Vico and aesthetic
historism -- The aesthetic dignity of the "Fleurs du mal."

Scenes from the Drama of European Literature was first published in
1984. Minnesota Archive Editions uses digital technology to make
long-unavailable books once again accessible, and are published
unaltered from the original University of Minnesota Press editions. In
his foreword to this reprint of Erich Auerbach's major essays, Paolo
Valesio pays tribute to the author with an old saying that he feels is still
the best metaphor for the genesis of a literary critic: the critic is born of
the marriage of Mercury and Philology. The German-born Auerbach
was a scholar who specialized in Romance phi



