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The Mystical Science of the Soul explores the unexamined influence of
medieval discourses of science and spirituality on recogimiento, the
unique Spanish genre of recollection mysticism that served as the
driving force behind the principal developments in Golden Age
mysticism. Building on recent research in medieval optics, physiology,
and memory in relation to the devotional practices of the late Middle
Ages, Jessica A. Boon probes the implications of an 'embodied soul’ for
the intellectual history of Spanish mysticism.Boon proposes a
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fundamental rereading of the key recogimiento text Subida del Monte
Sion (1535/1538), which melds the traditionally distinct spiritual
techniques of moral self-examination, Passion meditation, and
negative theology into one cognitively adept path towards mystical
union. She is also the first English-language scholar to treat the author
of this influential work - the Renaissance physician Bernardino de
Laredo, a pivotal figure in the transition from medieval to early modern
spirituality on the Iberian peninsula and a source for Teresa of Avila's
mystical language.
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Many recent advances in modelling within the applied sciences and
engineering have focused on the increasing importance of sensitivity
analyses. For a given physical, financial or environmental model,
increased emphasis is now placed on assessing the consequences of
changes in model outputs that result from small changes or errors in
both the hypotheses and parameters. The approach proposed in this
book is entirely new and features two main characteristics. Even when
extremely small, errors possess biases and variances. The methods
presented here are able, thanks to a specific differential calculus, to
provide information about the correlation between errors in different
parameters of the model, as well as information about the biases
introduced by non-linearity. The approach makes use of very powerful
mathematical tools (Dirichlet forms), which allow one to deal with
errors in infinite dimensional spaces, such as spaces of functions or
stochastic processes. The method is therefore applicable to non-
elementary models along the lines of those encountered in modern
physics and finance. This text has been drawn from presentations of
research done over the past ten years and that is still ongoing. The
work was presented in conjunction with a course taught jointly at the
Universities of Paris 1 and Paris 6. The book is intended for students,
researchers and engineers with good knowledge in probability theory.



