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Tissue engineering is gaining interest as it is applied for regeneration
of organs to attain their lost function. Although resorbable scaffolds
and progenitor cell types are required principles to engineer a
functional tissue locally, the inductive signal is a prerequisite to trigger
the growth and differentiation of responding cells in space and time.
Bone morphogenetic proteins (BMPs), also called growth and
differentiation factors (GDFs), originally identified from bone have been
successfully used to regenerate the bone in humans. Most recent
preclinical data suggests that BMPs have a potential to provide
protection against inflammation and fibrosis in acute and chronic injury
of parenchymal tissues when applied systemically to sustain the
function of kidney and liver. The application of BMPs from a local to
systemic utility is a rapidly growing field, gaining interest among
researchers and biotech entrepreneurs. In this volume, we summarize
the advances made on the local and systemic use of BMPs including
chapters covering the regulation of BMP-signalling pathways, biological
actions of BMPs in bone, cartilage and teeth, as well as clinical
applications and potential systemic use of BMPs for tissues beyond
bone. This volume is of interest to researchers from immunology, cell
biology, biochemistry, and clinicians from orthopedics and dentistry, as
well as to research managers from biotech and pharmaceutical
companies.
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The so-called ‘Canon Tables’ of the Christian Gospels are an absolutely
remarkable feature of the early, late antique, and medieval Christian
manuscript cultures of East and West, the invention of which is
commonly attributed to Eusebius and dated to first decades of the
fourth century AD. Intended to host a technical device for structuring,
organizing, and navigating the Four Gospels united in a single codex –
and, in doing so, building upon and bringing to completion previous
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endeavours – the Canon Tables were apparently from the beginning a
highly complex combination of text, numbers and images, that became
an integral and fixed part of all the manuscripts containing the Four
Gospels as Sacred Scripture of the Christians and can be seen as
exemplary for the formation, development and spreading of a specific
Christian manuscript culture across East and West AD 300 and 800. In
the footsteps of Carl Nordenfalk’s masterly publication of 1938 and few
following contributions, this book offers an updated overview on the
topic of ‘Canon Tables’ in a comparative perspective and with a precise
look at their context of origin, their visual appearance, their meaning,
function and their usage in different times, domains, and cultures.
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