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Anne Bang focuses on the ways in which a particular Islamic
brotherhood, or 'tariga’, the tariga Alawiyya, spread, maintained and
propagated their particular brand of the Islamic faith. Originating in the
South-Yemeni region of Hadramawt, the Alawi tariga mainly spread
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along the coast of the Indian Ocean. The Alawis are here portrayed as
one of many cultural mediators in the multi-ethnic, multi-religious
Indian Ocean world in the era of European colonialism.
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Evolutionary models (e.g genetic algorithms, artificial life) are emerging
as an important new tool for geographic information systems for a
number of reasons. First, they are highly appropriate for modelling
geographic phenomena; second, geographical problems are often
spatially separate (broken down into logical or regional problems), and
evolutionary algorithms can exploit this structure; and finally, the

ability to store, manipulate, and visualise spatial data has increased to
the point that space-time attribute databases can be easily handled.
This book is proposed to serve as a guide to the evolutionary modelling
of spatial phenomena.



