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Sherman's transformation -- The plan -- "We whipped him
handsomely" -- "A miss is as good as a mile" -- Meridian falls -- "One
of the most pestiferous nests-- in all the limits of Dixie" -- An
opportunity lost -- "Meridian-- no longer exists".
The rehearsal for the March to the Sea.       With the fall of Vicksburg to
Union forces in mid-1863, the Federals began work to extend and
consolidate their hold on the lower Mississippi Valley. As a part of this
plan, Major General William Tecumseh Sherman set out from Vicksburg
on February 3, 1864, with an army of some 25,000 infantry and a
battalion of cavalry. They expected to be joined by another Union force
moving south from Memphis and supported themselves off the land as
they traveled due east across Mississippi.   She
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