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This book discusses various aspects of the theory and practice of magic
in antique cultures around the Mediterranean. While some of its
contributors address problems of methodology of research into magic
and the definition of magic, others deal with specific historical and
textual issues. Although a major focus is on Jewish texts ranging from
antiquity to the medieval period, the book also includes studies of
several magical texts from ancient Mesopotamia and their impact on
later magical practice, and studies of Greek and Zoroastrian texts and
artifacts. The approaches thus range from the examination of textual or
visual sources to theoretical issues such as the history of research and
the definition of magic.


