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Although the Information Age is often described as a new era, a
cultural leap springing directly from the invention of modern
computers, it is simply the latest step in a long cultural process. Its
conceptual roots stretch back to the profound changes that occurred
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during the Age of Reason and Revolution. 'When Information Came of
Age' argues that the key to the present era lies in understanding the
systems developed in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries to
gather, store, transform, display and communicate information.
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Before Marcus Garvey and W. E. B. Du Bois lifted the banner for black
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liberation and independence, Martin Robison Delany (1812-1885) was
at the forefront. He was the first black appointed as a combat major in
the Union army during the Civil War. He was a pan-Africanist and a
crusader for black freedom and equality in the nineteenth century. For
the past three decades, however, this precursor has been regarded only
as a militant black nationalist and ""racial essentialist."" To his discredit,
his ideas, programs, and accomplishments have been maintained as
models of uncompromising militancy. Cl


