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Continues: Heroic imagination.

Includes bibliographical references (p. 521-535) and index.

Contents; Editor's Introduction; Foreword by Aaron Kramer; Part | :
England at the Great Divide: 1830-1848; 1 The Battle for Reform; 2 The
Battle for Minds and Secular Salvation: "Utopia" and "Utility"; 1. "Utopia";
2. "Utility" and "Happiness"; 3 Thomas Carlyle: Out of the "Nay" into the
"Everlasting Yea"; 4 Charles Dickens: The Novel in "The Battle of Life"; 5
John Stuart Mill: The Majesty of Reason; Part Il : Russia: Dark Laughter
and Siberia: Nikolay Gogol and Young Dostoevsky; 1 The Dark Laughter
of Nikolay Gogol; 2 Young Dostoevsky: The Road to Siberia

Part Il : Europe: Revolution 1848-18491 The Lightning of Ideas:

Reason and Revolution 1835-1848; 1. G.W. F. Hegel; 2. David Friedrich
Strauss; 3. Ludwig Feuerbach; 4. Karl Marx; 5. Friedrich Engels; 6. Marx
and Engels; 2 Revolution: 1848-1849; 1. France; 2. Germany; 3.

Austria; 4. Failure of the Revolutions; 3 The Lyre and the Sword: Art and
Revolution; 1. Hungary-July 31, 1849: Sandor Petofi-The Poet as
Warrior; 2. Russia: Tsar and Serf-Taras Shevchenko; 3. Siegfried on the



Sommario/riassunto

Barricades: Richard Wagner in Dresden, May 1849; 4. Alexander Herzen
and the Russian Self-Exiled

Part IV : Swan Song and Elegy: Germany and the Poets1. Georg Buchner;
2. Georg Herwegh; 3. Ferdinand Freiligrath; 4. Georg Weerth and Adolf
Glassbrenner; 5. Heinrich Heine; Part V : England: Crystal Palace and
Bleak House; 1 The March of Empire and the Victorian Conscience; 2

The Novel and the Crisis of Conscience: The Brontes-The Caged Rebels
of Haworth; Part VI : Woman of Valor: George Eliot and the Victorians;
Notes; Bibliography; Primary Sources; Secondary Sources; Further
Reading for Heroic Imagination and A Half-Century of Greatness; Index

Choice Outstanding Academic Title for 2008. A Half-Century of
Greatness paints a vivid and dramatic picture of the creative thought of
mid- to late nineteenth century Europe and the influence of the
unsuccessful revolutions of 1848. It reveals often unexpected links
between novelists, poets, and philosophers from England, Germany,
Austria, Hungary, Russia, and Ukraine-especially Dickens, Carlyle, Mill,
the Brontes, and George Eliot; Hegel, Strauss, Feuerbach, Marx, Engels,
Wagner, and several German poets; the Hungarian poet Sandor Petofi;
Gogol, Dostoevsky, Bakunin, and Herzen in Russia, and
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Description based upon print version of record.
Includes bibliographical references and index.

Front matter -- Contents -- Chapter 1 Historicity and the Definition of
Modern Culture: The German Querelle des Anciens et des Modernes
and the New Concepts of Literature -- Chapter 2 The Historicity of
Modern Knowledge and Consciousness: German Idealism -- Chapter 3
Historicity, Modernity and German Identity: "Stammvolk Europas" and
Modern Kulturnation -- Chapter 4 Grasping the Historical Dialectic of
the Modern German Existence: Goethe's Wilhelm Meisters Lehrjahre --
Chapter 5 Historicity as Identity: The German Myth of Modernity in
Goethe's Faust | -- Backmat ter

This interdisciplinary study examines the impact of the emerging
awareness of historicity on the concepts of modernity, identity, and
culture as they developed in German thought around 1800. It shows
how this awareness determined the German notion of the priority of
cultural identity. Key texts from Sturm und Drang, Weimar Classicism,



German Romanticism and German Idealism, including Goethe's Faust |
and Wilhelm Meisters Lehrjahre, are contextualised in relation to post-
Enlightenment debates on historicity and modernity. The study traces
the modification of the Enlightenment concepts of perfectibility and
universal ideals to accommodate the new notion of temporal
particularity and impermanence. This is achieved by embedding these
once static concepts in a historical process that is powered by a self-
prompting internal dialectic. Through synthetic absorption within the
historical succession the dialectical process allows for the continuity of
values, while leaving room for discontinuity and difference by relying
on oppositional successions. The study reveals close connections
between the intellectual concerns, the literary ambitions, and the
endeavours to construct a modern German identity during this period,
which suggests a far greater intellectual coherence of the Goethezeit
regarding intellectual challenges and objectives than has been
previously assumed.



