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Japan is currently undergoing many interesting changes, which the
Japanese government trumpets as fundamental reform, but which some
observers suspect will turn out to be superficial, part of a long

sequence of changes which have been much less far-reaching than at
first anticipated. This book provides a survey of the many changes
currently in progress in Japan, including political reform, economic
deregulation and liberalisation, and reforms to environmental policy,
science and technology, education, and immigration policy. The essays
in this volume explore the reform process in Japan overall
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Scientific and societal concern about the effects of underwater sound

on marine ecosystems is growing. While iconic megafauna was of initial
concern, more and more taxa are being included. Some countries have
joined in multi-national initiatives to measure, monitor and mitigate
environmental impacts of ocean noise at large, trans-boundary spatial
scales. Approaches to regulating ocean noise change as new scientific
evidence becomes available, but may also differ by country. The
OCEANOISE conference series has provided a platform for the exchange



of scientific results, management approaches, research needs,
stakeholder concerns, etc. Attendees have represented various sectors,
including academia, offshore industry, defence, NGOs, consultants and
government regulators. The published articles in the Special Issue cover
a range of topics and applications central to ocean noise.



