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Optical beams are electromagnetic waves that remain essentially
concentrated around a mean axis upon free propagation or that are
guided by suitable structures. The study of these beams has existed
long ago and since then this field has been a focus of active
investigation. However, in recent years, the interest on optical beams
has further increased, due to the availability of many types of laser
sources, characterized by very different properties, as far as their
polarization, coherence, spectral content, and spatial distribution are
concerned. This book contains lectures presented in the 35
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The 19 papers in this volume are a selection from a UCLA conference
intended to take stock of the state of the field at the beginning of the
new millennium and to stimulate research in English Historical
Linguistics. The authors are predominantly U.S. scholars. The fields
represented include morphosyntax and semantics, grammaticalization,
discourse analysis, dialectology, lexicography, the diachronic study of
code-switching, phonology and metrics.



