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This book compares shifting formulations of gender, interfaith, and
ethnic relations across continents from antiquity to the Nineteenth
century. Contributors address three areas: depictions of homosexual
and transgendered behaviours, conceptualizations of femininity and
masculinity, and the marriageability of ethnic and religious minorities.
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Being a home to more than 80 ethnic groups, Ethiopia has to balance
normative diversity with efforts to implement state law across its
territory.This volume explores the co-existence of state, customary,
and religious legal forums from the perspective of legal practitioners
and local justice seekers. It shows how the various stakeholders' use of
negotiation, and their strategic application of law can lead to unwanted
confusion, but also to sustainable conflict resolution, innovative new
procedures and hybrid norms. The book thus generates important
knowledge on the conditions necessary for stimulating a cooperative
co-existence of different legal systems.
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