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Does the novel have a future? Questions of this kind, which are as old
as the novel itself, acquired a fresh urgency at the end of the
twentieth-century with the rise of new media and the relegation of
literature to the margins of American culture. As a result, anxieties
about readership, cultural authority and literary value have come to
preoccupy a second generation of postmodern novelists. Through close
analysis of several major novels of the past decade, including works by
Don DeLillo, Philip Roth, Kathryn Davis, Jonathan Franzen and Richard
Powers, Late Postmodernism examines the forces shaping
contemporary literature and the remarkable strategies American writers
have adopted to make sense of their place in culture.
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This two-part RAND project aims to increase understanding of future
threats from terrorist and other extremist organizations. Part Two
examines other violent Islamist and non-Islamist groups, without
known links to al-Qaeda, that threaten U.S. interests and allies and
looks at the nexus between terrorism and organized crime.


