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This book argues for the centrality of conflict in any notion of the
political. In contrast to many of the attempts to re-think the political in
the wake of the collapse of traditional leftist projects, it also argues for
the logical and/or ontological primacy of violence over 'peace'.The
notion of the political expounded here is explicitly 'realist' and anti-



utopian - in large part because the author finds the consequences of
attempting to think 'the good life' to be far more damaging than
thinking 'the tolerable life'. The political is not thought of as a means to

implement the goo



