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The Japanese and the Jesuits examines the attempt by sixteenth
century Jesuits to convert the Japanese to Christianity. Directing the
Jesuits was the Italian Alessandro Valignano, whose own magisterial
writings, many of them not previously translated or published, are the
principle source material for this account of one of the most
remarkable of all meetings between East and West.Valignano arrived in
Japan in 1579. In promoting Christianity, he always sought the support
of the ruling classes, but an important part of his strategy was also to
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have the missionaries adapt themselves


