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Khat. A harmless natural stimulant or a lethal epidemic sweeping
through the international drugs trade? Khat is a natural substance that,
in the Middle East, is as ubiquitous as coffee is in the West. It is hugely
popular in some African and Arab populations. But critics contend that
it is a seriously addictive stimulant that damages the cardiovascular
system. In a groundbreaking study, the authors go behind the veil of
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the drug, questioning its availability and its effect on its Red Sea
producers. Interwoven with case studies from Djibouti to Rome, The
Khat Controversy goes deeper to explore contemporary issues relating
to globalization, ethnicity and culture. With its popularity escalating in
London, Rome, Toronto and Copenhagen, khat is fast becoming a
problem in the West. The first study of this contested drug, The Khat
Controversy provides a concise introduction to the issues surrounding
khat usage and suggests how policymakers should address them. The
Khat Controversy: Stimulating the Debate on Drugs has received an
honorable mention for the African Studies Association's 2008 Melville J.
Herskovits Award.
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The Pursuit of Myth in the Poetry of Frank O'Hara, Ted Berrigan and
John Forbes traces a tradition of revolutionary self-mythologising in the
lives and works of Frank O’Hara, Ted Berrigan and John Forbes, as a
significant trefoil in twentieth-century English language poetry. All
three had untimely deaths, excited a collective homage, and developed
cult followings that reverberate today. This book tracks the
transmission of the poem as charm, the poet as charmer, and the
reinstitution of troubadour erotics as a kind of social poetics. Starting
with Orpheus, the book refreshes the myth of the poet as mythmaker,
examining how myths of “self” and “nation” are regenerated for the
twenty-first century and how persons-as-myths are made in
community through coteries of artists and beyond. Duncan Bruce Hose’
s critical vocabulary, with its nucleus of mythos, searches the edges of
phenomenal enquiry, closing in on the work of “glamour”, “aura”,
“charm”, “possession”, “phantasm”, the “daemonic”, and the logic of
haunting in the continuing being of these three poets as “charismatic
animals”.


