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Description based upon print version of record.
Includes bibliographical references and indexes.

Book Cover; Title; Contents; Acknowledgements; Foreword by Trevor
Griffiths; General editor's preface; Introduction: theories of myth,
agency and audience; Popular TV drama: ideology and myth; 'Sofft'
news: the space of TV drama; Genre and myth: 'a half-formed picture’;
Authored drama: agency as 'strategic penetration’; ‘Reperceiving the
world": making history; 'Serious drama’: the dangerous mesh of
empathy; TV drama as social event: text and inter-text; Authored
drama: 'not just naturalism'; Industry/performance: drama as 'strategic
penetration’; Reading drama: audience use, exchange and play

'‘Use and exchange': delivering audiencesSub-culture and reading
formation: regimes of watching; Conclusion: comedies of 'myth' and
'resistance'; Comic order and disorder: residual and emergent cultures;
'‘Marauding behaviour'; parody, carnival and the grotesque; Notes;
Bibliography; Indexes

Views television drama from a cultural studies perspective, examining
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the active agency of both viewers and media practitioners. Tulloch
looks at genres such as soap opera, science fiction, sitcoms and police
series.
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1. The Cold War is Dead! Long Live the Cold War! -- 2. Alternative
Realism and a Critical Comparative Historical Method -- 3. A Critique of
Polarity and Sovereignty -- 4. Uneven Polycentrism, Alliances, and
Global Hegemony -- 5. Radical Disaccord and International Diplomacy
-- 6. States, IGOs, NGOs, Alt-State, and Anti-State Actors -- 7.
Fracturing of the Collaborative US-Soviet "Double Containment" -- 8.
The Gorbachev and Yeltsin Transition: From the Pre-World War | to the
Interwar Analogy -- 9. Uprooting Demons of the Past -- 10. Averting
Armageddon.

This book critically examines elements of America-First nationalism,
neo-conservatism, neo-realism, neo-liberalism, environmental
theories, and social constructionism by way of developing an



"alternative realist" approach to the study of the origins of major power
war. The author critiques concepts of "polarity" and "sovereign"
decision making and diplomacy before developing the concept of
"highly uneven polycentrism." The book then develops a unique
comparative historical approach that seeks to compare and contrast the
pre-World War |, pre-World War Il, and Cold War eras with the
contemporary post-Cold War period. It is argued that the US, as it
remains the leading global hegemon, must fully engage in multilateral
diplomacy with major friends and rivals alike in the establishment of
differing forms of power sharing and joint sovereignty accords-in order
to prevent the global system from polarizing into two contending
alliances more reminiscent of both the pre-World War | and pre-World
War Il periods than the "new Cold War." Hall Gardner is Professor and
Chair of the International and Comparative Politics Department at the
American University of Paris, France.



