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After Yugoslavia collapsed in 1991 Serbo-Croatian disintegrated. Using
his first-hand observations before and after communism Robert
Greenberg describes how the languages of Croatia, Bosnia, Kosovo,
Serbia, and Montenegro came into being and shows how their genesis
reflects ethnic, religious, and political identity. - ;Language rifts in the
Balkans are endemic and have long been both a symptom of ethnic
animosity and a cause for inflaming it. But the break-up of the Serbo-
Croatian language into four languages on the path towards mutual
unintelligibility within a decade is, by any previous stan
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