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Emerging from the ruins of the Second World War, the Japanese
economy has grown at double-digit rate throughout much of the
1950's and 1960's, and, when the oil crisis of the 1970's slowed growth
throughout the industrialized world, Japanese growth throughout the
industrialized world, Japanese growth rates remained relatively strong.
There have been many attempts by scholars from a wide range of
disciplines to explain this remarkable history, but for economists
interested in the quantitative analysis of economic growth and the
principal question addressed is how Japan was able to grow so rapidly.
The contributors focus their efforts on the accurate measurement and
comparison of Japanese and U.S. economic growth. Assuming that any
sustained increase in real GNP must be due either to an increase in the
quantity of capital and labor used in production or to the more efficient
use of these inputs, the authors analyze the individual contributions of
various factors and their importance in the process of output growth.
These essays extend the methodology of growth analysis and offer
many insights into the factors leading to the superior performance of
the Japanese economy. They demonstrate that growth is a complex
process and no single factor can explain the Japanese 'miracle.'
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medieval period in the Malar region / Olof Sundqvist -- From wine in a
goblet to milk in cowdung : the transformation of early Christian kings
in three post-Viking tales from Ireland / Jan Erik Rekdal -- The warrior
in Old Norse religion / Jens Peter Schjodt -- Oðinn, Valh{uml}oll, and
the Einherjar : eschatological myth and ideology in the late Viking
period / Anders Hultgard -- Family matters? : the cultus of the
Scandinavian royal martyrs / Joanna A. Skorzewska -- Conclusions: The
long adaptation of pagan and Christian ideologies of rulership / Ian
Beuermann.
Ideology and power are central elements in the political, social,
religious and cultural development of the North during the transition
from the Viking to the Middle Ages. While the medieval European
Christian ideology of rulership has been widely discussed, an analysis
of the Nordic pre-Christian ideology, and of its confrontation with the
new European ideals has so far been lacking. This book examines the
concepts and practices associated with chieftains, earls and kings from
the ninth to the thirteenth century: the myths and rituals surrounding
their position in a northern European warrior culture. The analysis
seems to indicate that important elements of the pre-Christian
ideology of rulership survived into the Christian Middle Ages, either
transformed or even simply transferred. Contributors are Ian
Beuermann, Anders Hultgård, Jan Erik Rekdal, Jens Peter Schjødt, Jón
Viðar Sigurðsson, Joanna Skórzewska, Gro Steinsland and Olof
Sundqvist.
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