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What is a grammatical unit?  How does grammatical structure evolve?
How can we best investigate the mental representation of grammar?
What is the connection between language use and language structure?
This book aims to help answer such questions by presenting a detailed
analysis of English complex prepositions (e.g. in spite of or with
respect to) on the basis of large amounts of authentic language data
dating from the Middle Ages until today.
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This book constitutes the refereed proceedings of the 8th Conference
on Electronic Governance and Open Society: Challenges in Eurasia,
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EGOSE 2021, held in St. Petersburg, Russia, in November 2021. The 21
full papers were carefully reviewed and selected from 69 submissions,
additionally one invited paper has been included in this volume. The
papers are organized in topical sections on digital technology and
design; digital Society; digital government and economy.


