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With the growth of modern information technology, it is time to re-
examine the concept and purpose of writing, and question the long
cherished idea that the alphabet stands at the apex of a hierarchy
towards which all '‘proper’ forms of writing must necessarily progress.
This beautifully illustrated book shows that the primary purpose of
writing is the ability to store and transmit information, information
essential to the social, economical and political survival of a particular
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Japan is currently undergoing many interesting changes, which the
Japanese government trumpets as fundamental reform, but which some
observers suspect will turn out to be superficial, part of a long

sequence of changes which have been much less far-reaching than at
first anticipated. This book provides a survey of the many changes
currently in progress in Japan, including political reform, economic
deregulation and liberalisation, and reforms to environmental policy,
science and technology, education, and immigration policy. The essays
in this volume explore the reform process in Japan overall



