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This book examines how an elite group of traditionists, historians and
theologians shaped Muslims' perceptions of their prophet, their
community and their behavior by retelling and interpreting the story of
Muhammad's ascent to heaven (the mi'raj).
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pt. 1. Societal change in the Arab Muslim world -- pt. 2. Consequences
and policy options.

For every pithy conceptualization of complex events, there are
additional lenses throughwhich to examine them. One of the several
virtues of this book is precisely that it bringsdifferent perspectives to
bear on the complexity, diversity, and uncertainty of recent andcurrent
events in the Arab world. The thirteen authors concentrate on the
critical socialforces shaping the region-demography, religion, gender,
telecommunication connectivity, and economic structures-and they are
painstakingly analyzed and evaluated.-from the foreword by Strobe
Talbott, president of the Brookings Institution</






