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A distinguished team of Western European scholars has written an
advanced, full-length physical geography designed to be a state-of -
the-art evaluation of the physical environment of Western Europe,
being both retrospective and prospective in its perception of
environmental change. The unique natural and regional environments
of Western Europe are discussed, as well as the physical geographic
framework of the region. Particular emphasis is placed on the impact
and responses of human society on the physical environment of the
region which is characterized by a very high population density.
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1. Introducing the electronic brain -- 2. Cultures of simulation -- 3.
"Special men" and universal machines -- 4. How do simulations know?
-- 5. Towards a pluralistic formalism -- 6. Designers in dialog -- 7.
Human, machine, and environment.

"Designers employ a variety of tools and techniques for speculating
about buildings before they are built. In their simplest form, these are
personal thought experiments. However, embracing advanced
computer simulations means engaging a network of specialized people
and powerful machines. In this book, Yanni Alexander Loukissas
demonstrates that new tools have profound implications for the social
distribution of design work; computer simulations are technologies for



collective imagination. Organized around the accounts of professional
designers engaged in a high-stakes competition to redefine their work
for the technological moment, this book explores the emerging
cultures of computer simulation in architecture. Not only architects, but
acousticians, fire safety engineers, and sustainability experts see
themselves as co-designers in architecture, engaging new technologies
for simulation in an evolving search for the roles and relationships that
can bring them both professional acceptance and greater control over
design. By illustrating how practices of simulation inform the social
relationships and professional distinctions that define contemporary
architecture, the book examines the cultural transformations taking
place in design practice today"--Provided by publisher.



