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Includes bibliographical references (p. 207-225) and index.

Foreword -- Introduction -- Ch. 1. Sociolinguistic variation and sign
languages : a framework for research -- Ch. 2. Collecting and
analyzing an ASL corpus -- Ch. 3. The sociohistorical context for ASL
variation -- Ch. 4. Phonological variation 1 : variation in handshape --
Ch. 5. Phonological variation 2 : variation in location -- Ch. 6.
Grammatical and social conditioning of phonological variation -- Ch. 7.
Syntactic variation : null pronoun variation in ASL narratives -- Ch. 8.
Lexical variation -- Ch. 9. Sociolinguistic variation in American Sign
Language -- Appendix A. Transcription conventions -- Appendix B.
Sign variants -- References -- Index.

This volume provides a complete description of ASL variation. People
from varying regions and backgrounds have different ways of saying
the same thing. For example, in English some people say "test," while
others say "tes'," dropping the final "t." Noted scholars Ceil Lucas,
Robert Bayley, and Clayton Valli led a team of exceptional researchers
in applying techniques for analyzing spoken language variation to ASL.
Their observations at the phonological, lexical, morphological, and
syntactic levels demonstrate that ASL variation correlates with many of
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the same driving social factors of spoken languages, including age,
socioeconomic class, gender, ethnic background, region, and sexual
orientation. Internal constraints that mandate variant choices for
spoken languages have been compared to ASL as well, with intriguing
results.
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Description based upon print version of record.
Includes bibliographical references (p. 303-353).

Preliminary material / Editors Variation and change in the lexicon --
Introduction / Editors Variation and change in the lexicon -- Materials
used in the study / Editors Variation and change in the lexicon --
Earlier observations and empirical studies / Editors Variation and
change in the lexicon -- The history of new adjectives ending in -ic
and -ical / Editors Variation and change in the lexicon -- Excellence,
tradition, and ancient Greeks: classic/classical / Editors Variation and
change in the lexicon -- Perspectives on amusement: the use of
comic/comical / Editors Variation and change in the lexicon --
Arranging the motions of resources: economic/economical / Editors
Variation and change in the lexicon -- Shocks, sparks and excitement
vs. engineering: electric/electrical / Editors Variation and change in the



lexicon -- The past and the important things in it: historic/historical /
Editors Variation and change in the lexicon -- From supernatural
powers to exciting football games: magic/magical / Editors Variation
and change in the lexicon -- Obsolescence of one of the forms /
Editors Variation and change in the lexicon -- Some special cases /
Editors Variation and change in the lexicon -- Concluding remarks /
Editors Variation and change in the lexicon -- References / Editors
Variation and change in the lexicon -- Appendices / Editors Variation
and change in the lexicon.

Sommario/riassunto The present volume is a corpus-based study of the occurrence,
variation, and change in the use of English adjective pairs in - ic and -
ical over several centuries. The study involves the analysis of large,
multi-million-word corpora representing the English language at
various stages. It examines the nature of competition between the two
affixes: what kind of rivalry existed, what kinds of words entered into
competition, and in what ways the rivalry was resolved. The book
presents close studies of six notably differentiated -ic/-ical adjective
pairs, namely classic/classical, comic/comical, economic/economical,
electric/electrical, historic/historical, and magic/magical , as well as
commentaries on some 40 other -ic/-ical pairs, which manifest
different types of shifts in use through history. It also includes critical
discussion of general perceptions on and approaches to the practical
use of corpora, stressing the importance of close and careful study of
the materials under analysis. It further emphasises the value of
consulting a variety of sources alongside corpora, including dictionaries
and language usage manuals. This volume is of interest to language
scholars in many fields, including corpus linguistics, diachronic
linguistics, semantic change, lexicology, and word formation.



