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In Todd Endelman's spare and elegant narrative, the history of British
Jewry in the modern period is characterized by a curious mixture of
prominence and inconspicuousness. British Jews have been central to
the unfolding of key political events of the modern period, especially
the establishment of the State of Israel, but inconspicuous in shaping
the character and outlook of modern Jewry. Their story, less dramatic
perhaps than that of other Jewish communities, is no less deserving of
this comprehensive and finely balanced analytical account. Even though
Jews were never completely absent from Britain after the expulsion of
1290, it was not until the mid- seventeenth century that a permanent
community took root. Endelman devotes chapters to the resettlement;
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to the integration and acculturation that took place, more intensively
than in other European states, during the eighteenth century; to the
remarkable economic transformation of Anglo-Jewry between 1800 and
1870; to the tide of immigration from Eastern Europe between 1870
and 1914 and the emergence of unprecedented hostility to Jews; to the
effects of World War | and the turbulent events up to and including the
Holocaust; and to the contradictory currents propelling Jewish life in
Britain from 1948 to the end of the twentieth century. We discover not
only the many ways in which the Anglo-Jewish experience was unique
but also what it had in common with those of other Western Jewish
communities.
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German-speaking Exiles in Ireland 1933-1945 is a pioneering study of
the impact the German-speaking exiles of the Hitler years had on
Ireland as the first large group of immigrants in the country in the
twentieth century. It therefore adds an important yet hitherto virtually
unknown Irish dimension to international exile studies. After providing
an overview of the topic and an analysis of current developments in
exile studies the volume devotes two chapters to Jewish refugees and
another to the considerable number of Austrian exiles, investigates the
relationship between Irish government policy and public opinion, and
explores the problems of identity faced by so many in exile. It then
focuses on some eminent refugees - Erwin Schrédinger, Ludwig Bieler,
Robert Weil, Ernst Scheyer, and Hans Sachs - before concluding with
personal accounts by Ruth Braunizer (the daughter of Erwin
Schrédinger, excerpts from whose diaries are published here for the
first time), Monica Schefold (the daughter of John Hennig), and Eva
Gross. The fourteen contributors to the volume are Wolfgang Benz,
Ruth Braunizer, John Cooke, Horst Dickel, Eva Gross, Gisela Holfter,
Dermot Keogh, Wolfgang Muchitsch, Siobhan O'Connor, Hermann
Rasche, Monica Schefold, Birte Schulz, Raphael V. Siev, and Colin
Walker.



