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This book is an accessible introduction for professionals, families and
individuals with autism. Prof. Ritvo traces the historical development of
understanding about autism and Asperger's Disorder, from the
centuries of misdiagnoses and the first recognition of the
characteristics of the disorders to his own highly-regarded methods for
diagnosis.
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During the past few decades, the dramatic social changes with regard
to our aging population and changes in the family unit have made both
demographic and socioeconomic consequences, as well as an effect on
matters of social policy. The prestigious editors, George L. Maddox and
M. Powell Lawton, have assembled an impressive group of expert
contributors whose chapters address topics from the latest theory and
research findings to the changing balance of work and families, as well
as patterns of kinship.


