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Imported schnapps gin has a remarkable history in West Africa. Gin was
imported in great quantities between 1880 and World War I, when its
consumption showed access to the modern, international world.
Subsequently schnapps was transformed into a good that signified
traditional, local culture. Today, imported schnapps has high status
because of its importance for African ritual and as symbol of the status
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of chiefs and elders, but actual consumption is limited. This book
explores this unexpected trajectory of commoditisation to investigate
how imported goods acquire specific local meanings. This analysis of
consumption and marketing of gin contributes to our understanding of
patterns of consumption, rejection and appropriation within processes
of identity formation, elite formation, and the redefinition of
community in colonial and postcolonial West Africa.
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This volume provides a comprehensive and integrated analysis of
Ghanaian politics, economy and society, outlining tensions, dilemmas
and prospects that the country has to contend with. The chapters
critically examine the performance and prospects of democratic
institutions and processes; responses to, and impact of, economic
policies and programs; and how culture intersects with the preceding
developments to shape socio-economic and political institutions and
practices. The collection is divided into four thematic sections: Politics,
the State and Democratic Consolidation Economic Crisis and Neo-
Liberal Reforms: Responses and Implications Indigenous Institutions
and the Shaping of Development Culture, Indigenous Knowledge and
Development It combines rich, recent, empirical material with
sophisticated theoretical analyses, and brings unique interdisciplinary
perspectives to bear on the issues examined.
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