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This book is a case study carefully detailing the French/English
bilingual and biliterate development of three children in one family
beginning with their births and ending in late adolescence. The author
and researcher is the children’s French/English bilingual American
father, who was aided by his bilingual French Canadian wife (also the
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children’s mother). We reared our three children in two different
cultures— essentially monolingual English-speaking Louisiana, and
totally monolingual French-speaking Québec. The family spent
academic years in Louisiana, and the summer months in Québec. Our
strategy was to speak only French to our son and our identical twin
daughters. We artificially orchestrated and manipulated both the
strategies, and to the extent possible, even the children’s environments
to ensure the success of our project. Additionally, I carefully
documented our progress using a variety of research tools, including
audio and videotape recordings, teacher and child surveys, interviews
with teachers, fieldnotes, psychological and diagnostic testing, and
standardized assessment instruments.
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Despite their often dangerous and unpredictable nature, landslides
provide fascinating templates for studying how soil organisms, plants
and animals respond to such destruction. The emerging field of
landslide ecology helps us understand these responses, aiding slope
stabilisation and restoration and contributing to the progress made in
geological approaches to landslide prediction and mitigation.
Summarising the growing body of literature on the ecological
consequences of landslides, this book provides a framework for the
promotion of ecological tools in predicting, stabilising, and restoring
biodiversity to landslide scars at both local and landscape scales. It
explores nutrient cycling; soil development; and how soil organisms
disperse, colonise and interact in what is often an inhospitable
environment. Recognising the role that these processes play in
providing solutions to the problem of unstable slopes, the authors
present ecological approaches as useful, economical and resilient
supplements to landslide management.
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