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Lloyd Gartner presents, in chronologically-arranged chapters, the story
of the changing fortunes of the Jewish communities of the Old World (in
Europe and the Middle East and beyond) and their gradual expansion
into the New World of the Americas. The book starts in 1650, when
there were no more than one and a quarter million Jews in the world
(less than a sixth of the number at the start of the Christian era).
Gartner leads us through the traditions, religious laws, communities
and their interactions with their neighbours, through the
Enlightenment, the French Revolution, and into Emancipation
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