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The two great philosophical figures at the culminating point of the
Enlightenment are Thomas Reid in Scotland and Immanuel Kant in
Germany. Reid was by far the most influential across Europe and the
United States well into the nineteenth century. Since that time his fame
and influence have been eclipsed by his German contemporary. This
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important book by one of today's leading philosophers of knowledge
and religion will do much to reestablish the significance of Reid for
philosophy today. Nicholas Wolterstorff has produced the first
systematic account of Reid's epistemology. Relating Reid's philosophy
to present-day epistemological discussions the author demonstrates
how they are at once remarkably timely, relevant, and provocative. No
other book both uncovers the deep pattern of Reid's thought and
relates it to contemporary philosophical debate. This book should be
read by historians of philosophy as well as all philosophers concerned
with epistemology and the philosophy of mind.
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1368 -- Part 2. The Ming dynasty, 1368-1644 -- From founder to
1505 -- Three intemperate rulers, 1506-1572 -- The last Ming
emperors, 1573-1644 -- Conclusion: Giving reign to imperial will --
Part 3. The Qing dynasty, 1644-1911 -- The founding of the Qing,
1636-1722 -- From Yongzheng to Xianfeng (1722-1861) -- Empress
Dowager Cixi (1835-1908) -- Conclusion: The lack of good sons --
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"This volume completes Keith McMahon's acclaimed history of imperial
wives and royal polygamy in China. Avoiding the stereotype of the
emperor's plural wives as mere victims or playthings, the book
considers empresses and concubines as full-fledged participants in
palace life, whether as mothers, wives, or go-betweens in the
emperor's relations with others in the palace. Although restrictions on
women's participation in politics increased dramatically after Empress
Wu in the Tang, the author follows the strong and active women, of
both high and low rank, who continued to appear. They counseled
emperors, ghostwrote for them, oversaw succession when they died,
and dominated them when they were weak. They influenced the
emperor's relationships with other women and enhanced their aura and
that of the royal house with their acts of artistic and religious
patronage. Dynastic history ended in China when the prohibition that
women should not rule was defied for the final time by Dowager Cixi,
the last great monarch before China's transformation into a republic"--
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