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Poverty and governance are both issues high on the agenda of
international agencies and governments in the South. With urban areas
accounting for a steadily growing share of the world's poor people, an
international team of researchers focused their attention on the

hitherto little-studied relationship between urban governance and

urban poverty.In their timely and in-depth examination of ten cities in
Africa, Asia and Latin America, they demonstrate that in many countries
the global trends towards decentralization and democratization offer
new opportunities for the poor to have an influence on
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Introducing gender, management and transition researchThe majority

of studies on economic and political reform in central and eastern
Europe(CEE) have failed to consider how men and women are differently
affected bytransition from command to market economies (Grapard,
1997; Degtiar, 2000). Thisfailure is likely to have serious consequences
for the economic and social well being ofwomen who seem to have
borne greater costs of the restructuring. This special issuecontributes

to this under explored debate. This special issue complements the
previousissue of Women in Management Review (Vol. 20 No.



