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Boasting a rich, complex history rooted in Celtic and Christian ritual,
Halloween has evolved from ethnic celebration to a blend of street
festival, fright night, and vast commercial enterprise. In this colorful
history, Nicholas Rogers takes a lively, entertaining look at the cultural
origins and development of one of the most popular holidays of the
year. Drawing on a fascinating array of sources, from classical history
to Hollywood films, Rogers traces Halloween as it emerged from the
Celtic festival of Samhain (summer's end), picked up elements of the
Christian Hallowtide (All Saint's Day
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