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Discussion: The Human Scale of Interaction with Past Environmental
Processes

This volume presents a comprehensive review of palaeoenvironmental
evidence and its incorporation with landscape archaeology from across
the Mediterranean. A fundamental aim of this book is to bridge the
intellectual and methodological gaps between those with a background
in archaeology and ancient history, and those who work in the
palaeoenvironmental sciences. The volume also aims to provide
archaeologists and landscape historians with a comprehensive overview
of recent palaeoenvironmental research across the Mediterranean, and
also to consider ways in which this type of research can be integrated
with what might be considered 'mainstream’ or 'cultural’ archaeology.
This volume takes a thematic approach, assessing the ways in which
environmental evidence is employed in different landscape types. It
presents analyses of how people have interacted with soils and
vegetation, and revisits the key questions of human culpability in the
creation of so-called degraded landscapes in the Mediterranean. It
covers chronological periods from the Early Neolithic to the end of the
Roman period.
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This collection explores the issues raised by the writing and reading of
commentaries on classical Greek and Latin texts. Written primarily by
practising commentators, the papers examine philosophical,
narratological, and historiographical commentaries; ancient, Byzantine,
and Renaissance commentary practice and theory, with special
emphasis on Galen, Tzetzes, and La Cerda; the relationship between
the author of the primary text, the commentary writer, and the reader;
special problems posed by fragmentary and spurious texts; the role
and scope of citation, selectivity, lemmatization, and revision; the
practical future of commentary-writing and publication; and the way
computers are changing the shape of the classical commentary. With a
genesis in discussion panels mounted in the UK in 1996 and the US in
1997, the volume continues recent international dialogue on the genre
and future of commentaries.
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